
Sacred Hearts Community

in Oceania



Â1824 King Liholiho, Queen 
Kamamalu, Governor Boki of 
Oahu and John Rives go to 
England with a young hawaiian 
boy called Kanui

ÂKing and Queen die of 
measles

ÂBoki returns to the Islands

Our Story of Aloha Beginsé



ÂJohn Rives goes to France 

with Kanui who is given a 

good education and 

eventually baptized taking the 

name Marie-Joseph.

ÂKanui eventually goes to Maui 

and is instrumental in the 

conversion of Heleio, the 

great catechist of Maui.



ÂRives asks for Catholic 

missionaries to go to Hawaii

ÂPropagation of Faith hears of 

this.

ÂPope Leo XII entrusts 

mission in Hawaii to the 

Congregation in 1825



ÂNovember 20, 1826ð6 ss.cc. 

missionaries leave France and arrive 

July 7, 1827

ÂFr. Alexis Bachelot, ss.cc.

ÂFr. Patrick Short, ss.cc.

ÂFr. Abraham Armand, ss.cc.

ÂFr. Theodose Boissier, ss.cc. 

ÂBr. Melchior Bondu, ss.cc.

ÂBr. Leonard Portal, ss.cc.

ÂThey dedicate the mission to Our Lady of 

Peace



ÂOnly the Brothers were allowed to 

disembark. Priests were not 

allowed.

ÂBrothers could stay because they 

were considered laborers

ÂPriests are commanded to return to 

Europe

ÂBachelot sends Melchior to 

purchase piece of property



ÂMelchior rents 40 square yards for 

$8.00 a month

ÂWooded area, overlooking the 

harbor, with 3 grass huts



ÂJuly 13ðPriests allowed to go on 

shore and stayed in the huts

ÂQueen Kaahumanu tries to find 

ships to take priests back, but 

captains refuse

ÂBrothers find jobs and plant a large 

garden

ÂPriests learn the language and write 

a Hawaiian/English grammar text



ÂKing gives permanent site to 

Fathers in 1828. Site of present 

day Cathedral of our Lady of 

Peace



ÂOnly one plant survived the 

climate and insects of Hawaii. The 

algaroba or kiawe tree.



ÂChiefs forbid natives from joining 

Catholic Church or attending 

services under pain of exile or 

death.



Exiled

Â1831 Bachelot and Short are 

exiled from the Islands and go to 

California where they work in 

Mission San Gabriel, Los Angeles



Persecution of Catholics

1831 - 1850

ÂCatholics punished for attending 

Catholic services

ÂFor being baptized in the Catholic 

Church

ÂFor teaching catechism classes 



Punishment

Â Imprisonment in the Fort

ÂSeizing lands and declaring ocean and 
mountain kapu

ÂCutting and carrying rocksðsome had 
to build from 50 to 80 feet of wall in 
Waikiki every day

ÂGathering filth and excrement and 
carrying it to the ocean



Outstanding Martyrs

ÂLuikaðthrown in jail, then abandoned 
to the waves off of Oahu, rescued in 
Maui where she wandered for 9 
months, settles in a small hut by the 
Fort, spiritual mother of first Catholic 
Hawaiians 



Other witnesses

ÂAlokia, (1831) a 21 year old widow 
with a little baby, arrested, thrown 
into the Fort where hands and feet 
were put in irons, sentenced to hard 
labor, already weak she fell ill and 
died, her baby was adopted by a 
Catholic woman



Return and Continued Exile of  
Bachelot and Short

Â1833, Bishop Jerome Rouchouze, ss.cc. is 
named Vicar-Apostolic of Oriental Oceania 
(Marquesas, Tahiti, Cook, Hawaii)

Â1837, Bachelot and Short return to Hawaii but 
not allowed to stay

ÂBishop Rouchouze sends Fr. Louis Maigret to 
Honolulu, arrives in time to get a ship to take 
Bachelot to Marquesas

ÂShort goes to Chile



Death of Bachelot

ÂLeaving the Mission premises, Fr. Bachelot 
looked at the algaroba tree he had planted and 
said these prophetic words: ñAs this tree has 
grown and spread, so will the Catholic religion 
grow and spread in these Islands.

ÂDecember, 1837, Fr. Bachelot dies on ship and 
is buried on the island of Na, near Ponape



Dawn of Liberty

ÂDecember, 1837, royal ordinance made 
Calvinist tenets the State religion and the 
Catholic faith was rejected and a fresh 
persecution ensued by order of Kinau

ÂIn 1839, the French ship LôArtemise 
arrived and orders were sent to stop all 
persecutions and liberate all Catholic 
prisoners.


